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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A fingerprint image acqxiisition apparatus including a 

fingerprint sensing device unit, a CCD device unit, and an image processing unit, the image 

processing unit comprising: 

an A/D converting unit for converting and outputting the fingerprint image 

outputted from the CCD device unit into a digital signal; 

an image buffer for storing the digital signal from the A/D converting unit: and 
a controller for watching a state of the image bufferr47e7r - to determine w hether 

the fingerprint image is inputted and stored to the image buffer, and foLstoring the fingerprint 

image to a video memory if the storage of the fingerprint image is confirmed , wherein the 

controller is configured to [[:]]: 

execute a process executed by the controller, for dividing the fingerprint 

image into a plurality of unit blocks with z predetermined size; and 
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execute a process CKCCuted by the controller, for dividing the fingerprint 
image a» -into a center region and a peripheral region, each including a predetermined number of 
unit blocks, and for subdividing the -each unit block of the center region into at least two m 
fflare-subdivided blocks. 

2. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein when storing tlic 
fingerprint image to the video memory after dividing it into a plurality of unit blocka, a 
Fingerprint image is divided into the size of 8 X 6^ i.c., unit blocks of 4 8 al l the controller is 
configured to divide the fingerprint image into 48 unit blocks in a 6 x 8 matrix . 

3. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the center region is set into at least 
one region. 

4. (Currendy Amended) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the center region 
comprises a second center region in which the first unit block row and the last unit block row 
among the section of set subdivided blocks are set and a first center region in which the «nit 
block except unit blocks B act as the second center region among set r emaining subdivided unit 
blocks are set. 
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5. (Currently Amended) A fingerprint image acquisition apparatus including a 
fingerprint sensing device unit, a CCD device unit, and an image processing unit, the image 
processing unit comprising: 

an A/D converting unit for converting and outputting the fingerprint image 

outputted firom the CCD device unit into a digital signal; 

an image buffer for storing the digital signal from the A/D converting unit;^ 
a controller for watching a state of the image buffer74Ter to determine whether 
the fingerprint image is inputted and stored to the image buffer, and for.storing the fingerprint 
image to a video memory if the storage of the fingerprint image is confirmed , wherein tiie 

controller is configured to ff;]!: 

execute a process executed by the controller, for setting a size of the 

fingerprint image frame; 

execute a process executed by tlic controller, for dividing the fingerprint 

image into a plurality of luiit blocks with a predetermine prgdct^mined size; 

execute a process executed by die controller, for setting a section of 

predetermined subdivided blocks; 

execute a process executed by die controller, for dividing the fingerprint 
image into a predetermined s ize of center region including number of center regions, wherein 
each center region includes a predetermined number of the subdivided unit blocks; and 
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execute a process executed by tlic controller, for dividing the fingerprint 
image into a peripheral region including a predetermined number of unit blocks. 

6. (Currendy Amended) The apparatus of claim 5, wherein when storing the 
fingerprint image to the video memory after dividing it into a plurality of unit blocks, the unit 
blo c fa of th" ■•"C'"" ""^ dkridod the rontroUer is also configured to divide gnly the unit 
hlorks in a center region i nto at least two or more subdivided blocks and the pcriphcrid region la 
divided into a predetermined unit blocks by the controller . 

7. (Original) The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the center region is set into at least 
one region. 

8. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the center region 
comprises a second center region in which the first unit block row and die last unit block row 
among die section of set subdivided blocks are set and a first center region in which the tifti* 
block except unit blocko aet ao the occond center region among oct remaining subdivided u nit 
blocks B-are set. 
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9. (Original) A fingerprint image acqiiisition method comprising the steps of: 

confirming whether the fingerprint image generated by contacting a finger on a 
surface of a fingerprint sensing device unit is inputted and stored to an image buffer; 

dividing the fingerprint image into a predetermined number of unit blocks if it is 
confirmed that die fingerprint image is stored to the image buffer; 

setting the divided fingerprint image into a center region and a peripheral region, 
each region having a predetermined number of unit blocks, and subdividing the respective unit 
blocks of the center region into a predetermined number of subdivided blocks; thereby 
obtaining the differentiated images at the center region and the peripheral region. 

10. (Currendy Amended) The mediod of claim 9, wherein the-each lanit block of the 
center region of the fingerprint image is divided into at least two or more subdivided blocks. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 9, wherein die center region is set as at least one 
or more region. 
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12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 9, wherein the center region 
comprises a second center region in which die first unit block row and the last unit block row 
among the section of set subdhrided blocks are set and a first center region in which the ««it 
bl oc k except mill blocko get a.^ ll ic accond ccii L u icgion among act remaining subdivided unit 
blocks are set. 

13. (Currentiy Amended) A fingerprint image acquisition method comprising the 
steps of: 

confirming whether a fingerprint image generated by contacting a finger on a 
surface of a fingerprint sensing device unit is inputted and stored to an image buffer; 

setting a size of a fingerprint image firame if it is confirmed that the fingerprint 

image is stored to the image buffer; 

dividing the fingerprint image into a plurality of unit blocks with a predetermined 

size; 

setting a predetermined subdivided block section; 

dividing the fingerprint image into a predetermined size of center region including 
a predetermined number of subdivided u nit blocks; 

dividing the fingerprint image into a peripheral region including a predeteimined 
number of unit Ki^rkc t;hft ^rp not subdivided. 
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14. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 3, wherein the-sa£h.unit block of 
the center region of the fingerprint image is divided into at least two or more subdivided blocks. 

1 5. (Original) The method of claim 1 3, wherein die center region is set as at least one 
or more region. 

16. (Currendy Amended) The mediod of claim 13, wherein the center region 
comprises a second center region in which the first unit block row and the last unit block row 
among the section of set subdivided blocks are set and a first center region in which the mm 

bloclc csccpt unit blocks act as the second center region among set remaining subdivided v mit 
blocks are set. 
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